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: : Russia and Qatar will
Saroja Devi gets N. T. Rama Rao host 2018 and 2022

National Film Award FIFA World Cups

Yesteryear actress B Saroja Devi has been honoured with the prestigious N T Rama Rao National On 2 December 2010, Russia and Qatar were
Film Award for 2009. Noted director K Raghavendra Rao has been chosen for the B N Reddy National EEEuEeREER(Bele=NatelstR o) fi TSRl RI: o le R2IU2WR Y 1 V2N
Film Award while media baron and film producer Ch Ramoji Rao will be handed the Nagireddy- RAfQsCR@CE Uit VANV R eleli g o {Juc:tR {Us
Chakrapani National Award instituted by Andhra Pradesh. Producer K Raghava will be given the Raghupati [EACRAUSENERAPLRIIZ Y[} RGIIERTLERITCY ey

Venkaiah Award, the Telugu equivalent of Dada Saheb Phalke Award. Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N by which the locations for the 2018 and 2022 FIFA

Kiran Kumar Reddy will present the awards at a function in Hyderabad on 12th December. Born in [MASGCISESRICETIEELCUS RS el el C

Karnataka, 72-year-old Saroja Devi has acted in about 170 films in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and Hindi officially in March 2009; eleven bids from thirteen

and won several honours at the state and the national level. She was conferred the Padma Bhushan in countrleé were rfzcelv.ed, including a'VV.lthdI‘%lWIl l.)ld
and a rejected bid. Five of the remaining nine bids
applied only to the 2022 World Cup, while the rest
were applications for both. Bids for the 2018 World

Cup consisted of a joint bid from Belgium and Neth-

1992. Saroja Devi made her debut in Telugu films with the legendary N T Rama Rao’s ‘Panduranga
Mahatyam” and went on to act alongside him in many other films. She also starred opposite Akkineni
Nageswara Rao. The NTR National Film Award carries a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh, a memento and a
citation.

erlands, England, a joint bid from Portugal and

K Raghavendra Rao, chosen for the B N Reddy award instituted in the name of the acclaimed Telugu Spain, and the winning bid from Russia. Bids for the

film director, directed about 100 films in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and Hindi with all the top stars in the ElyplIRTNATalk! Cup came from Australia, Japan, and
respective industries. the winning bid from Qatar, South Korea, and the

Son of another famous Telugu director K S Prakasa Rao, Raghavendra was known for his powerful QEi¥iiseBSIeNe=c0 ilslela =S EYR ol Te AL IETe BEY T3 1e B (o)
action-oriented films. lack of governmental support. Mexico withdrew its

He adopted a unique style in filming songs that made him immensely popular with the audiences not JSIsReISCRIBIMENUEIR(E:E N

only in the South but also in the North. The B N Reddy award carries a cash component of Rs 2 lakh Qatar, with a population of 841,000, has not only

besides a citation and a memento. Ch Ramoji Rao is the chief of Ramoji Group, which publishes the most- EECEIEEEEERTUIERO e R M SR A

one. FIFA inspectors who toured the country, which

popular Telugu daily Eenadu and runs the Eenadu television channel in 14 languages.

He produced many movies with real-life stories like ‘Mayuri’ (story of a physically-challenged dancer) is half the size of Israel and slightly smaller than

and “‘Aswini’ (athlete Aswini Nachappa). He also built the world-famous Ramoji Film City, which found Connecticut, cautioned that the intense heat in sum-

, when the t t will be played, d
its place in the Guinness World Records, on the outskirts of Hyderabad. met W en e o.u rhaeit witl be prayed, posed 4
potential health risk for players and fans.

The Nagireddy-Chakrapani award, instituted after the famous Telugu film-makers of Vijaya Produc- Qatar is promising to spend $50 billion on in-

tions fame, carries a cash prize of Rs 2 lakh besides a citation and a memento. frastructure upgrades and $4 billion to build nine

K Raghava produced several successful Telugu films under his Pratap Art Productions banner with [ e N N (T LT T prom-

the top stars of the industry. The Raghupati Venkaiah award is in recognition of his services to the film ising more sports for women — in contrast to the
industry. The award carries Rs 2 lakh, a citation and a memento. A five-member committee headed by hostility shown to female athletes in neighboring

noted producer G Adiseshagiri Rao has chosen the awardees for the year 2009. Saudi Arabia.

India, France sign seven agreements to boost
civil nuclear cooperation

India and France have signed seven agreements with a focus to give a big push to the bilateral civil nuclear cooperation on December 6, 2010.

The key agreement was on construction of two 1650 MW nuclear power reactors in Jaitapur in Maharashtra, which marks the first such plant to be set up in India after the
Nuclear Suppliers Group ended New Delhi’s isolation in the field in 2008. The General Framework Agreement for building the European Pressure Reactors was signed
between the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) and French company Areva.

The plant, which is intended to have six reactors in all at the cost of 25 billion dollars, will ultimately produce 10,000 MW of power. The two sides also signed
agreement between Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and France’s atomic energy commission CEA for cooperation in the field of nuclear science for peaceful usage
of its energy. They also signed a pact of early works agreement for construction of nuclear reactors. Another pact on maintaining confidentiality of technical data for
peaceful usage of nuclear energy was also inked. A MoU between Indian Space research organization, ISRO and France’s Centre National D’etudes Spatiales (CNEc) was
signed besides a pact on co-production of films.

France asked Pakistan to fight terrorism determinedly and applauded India’s effort to normalise relations with Pakistan. France also urged Islamabad to develop
and live in peace along side India. The French President Nicolas Sarkozy was replying questions from reporters after his delegation level talks with the Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh. He pledged all out support to India in dealing with the menace of terrorism threatening world peace and security. He also lauded India’s role in
development of Afghanistan. Terming India as a strategic political partner he asserted India has not been so far given the right full place in the world fora and reiterated
France’s support to Indian bid for permanent membership of the UN Security Council.

The Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said that the two countries have decided to enhance cooperation in Defence sector. Paris has agreed to provide technical
expertise for modernizing Defence sector in India. In reply to a question on upgradation of fighter plane Mirage, he said an agreement has been reached on the issue. Dr.
Singh said that the two countries have decided to enhance investment in education and culture and research and development areas. Dr. Singh said that India will open
soon a cultural centre in Paris. He added that India and France set a trade target 12 billion euros by 2012. He added that France will open a centre of excellence at IIT
Rajasthan. Giving details of the discussions Dr. Singh said that the two sides discussed the important issues of terrorism and climate change.

During his stay in National Capital Mr. Sarkozy will call on the President, Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh Patil at Rashtrapati Bhawan and will also exchange views with
UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi. He will also attend a reception by the French Community in Delhi.

The French President will leave for Mumbai tomorrow to pay homage to the victims of 2008 terror attacks and confer french honours to senior executives of Oberoi
and Taj Hotels for their extra ordinary services during the attack. Before leaving for home on same evening from Mumbai, Mr. Sarkozy will also deliver the valedictory
address at the Indo French business meet which is expected to be attended by over 300 business leaders from the two countries.
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India Foreign Relations

The Republic of India is the second most populous country and the world’s eand enlarged its powers. By the 1970s, the Office of the Prime Minister had
most-populous democracy and recently has one of the fastest economic growth « become the de facto coordinator and supraministry of the Indian government.
rates in the world. With the world’s tenth largest military expenditures, and « The enhanced role of the office strengthened the prime minister’s control over
eleventh largest economy by nominal rates or fourth largest by purchasing power . foreign policy making at the expense of the Ministry of External Affairs. Advis-
parity, India is considered to be a regional power, and a potential global power. sers in the office provided channels of information and policy recommendations
It is India’s growing international influence that increasingly gives it a more ¢in addition to those offered by the Ministry of External Affairs. A subordinate
prominent voice in global affairs. ¢ part of the office —the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) —functioned in ways

India has a long history of collaboration with several countries and is con- § that significantly expanded the information available to the prime minister and
sidered a leader of the developing world. India was one of the founding mem- g his advisers. The RAW gathered intelligence, provided intelligence analysis to
bers of several international organizations, most notably the United Nations, s the Office of the Prime Minister, and conducted covert operations abroad.
the Non-Aligned Movement, the Asian Development Bank and the G20 indus- The prime minister’s control and reliance on personal advisers in the Of-
trial nations. India has also played an important and influential role in other o fice of the Prime Minister was particularly strong under the tenures of Indira
international organizations like East Asia Summit,™ World Trade Organiza- «Gandhi (1966-77 and 1980-84) and her son, Rajiv (1984-89), who succeeded
tion, International Monetary Fund (IMF), G8+5 and IBSA Dialogue Forum. Re- Eher, and weaker during the periods of coalition governments. Observers find it
gional organizations India is a part of include SAARC and BIMSTEC. India has . difficult to determine whether the locus of decision-making authority on any
taken part in several UN peacekeeping missions and in 2007, it was the second- :particular issue lies with the Ministry of External Affairs, the Council of Minis-
largest troop contributor to the United Nations. India is currently seeking a $ ters, the Office of the Prime Minister, or the prime minister himself.

permanent seat in the UN Security Council, along with the G4 nations. The Prime Minister is however free to appoint advisers and special com-

History mittees to examine various foreign policy options and areas of interest. In a

L]

Even before independence, the Government of British India maintained § recent instance, Manmohan Singh appointed K. Subrahmanyam in 2005 to head
semi-autonomous diplomatic relations. It had colonies (such as the Aden Settle- ga special government task force to study ‘Global Strategic Developments” over
ment), sent and received full diplomatic missions, and was a founder member ¢ the next decade. The Task Force submitted its conclusions to the Prime Min-

of both the League of Nations and the United Nations. After India gained inde- sister in 2006. The report has not yet been released in the public domain.

pendence from the United Kingdom in 1947, it soon joined the Commonwealth . Ministry of External Affairs
of Nations and strongly supported independence movements in other colonies,s The Ministry of External Affairs is the Indian government’s agency re-
like the Indonesian National Revolution. The partition and various territorial sEjaRuEICR{SIERSEERROEICRERV S REIER L LIRS U RINT LIV ERE
disputes, particularly that over Kashmir, would strain its relations with Paki- holds cabinet rank as a member of the Council of Ministers.
stan for years to come. During the Cold War, India adopted a foreign policy of $ S. M. Krishna is current Minister of External Affairs. The Ministry has a

not aligning itself with any major power bloc. However, India developed close J\iiEE RO RSl M S EES A LT R SO aRe e {1 g @ TR SN Ll NO @ 1 E

ties with the Soviet Union and received extensive military support from it. .

dian Foreign Service (IFS) and therefore, serves as the head of all Indian ambas-
BN RS R R N @ (s R S Tea T TN a N A e (e M TS LR T (S Tes W o0 S LR sa d or's and high commissioners. Nirupama Rao is the current Foreign Secretary
did for much of the world. The country now seeks to strengthen its diplomatic o[ @ilIsIER
and economic ties with the United States, the People’s Republic of China, the s Overview
European Union, Japan, Israel, Mexico, and Brazil. India has also forged close o India’s relations with the world have evolved since the British Raj (1857-
ties with the member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the . 1947), when the British Empire monopolized external and defense relations.
African Union, the Arab League and Iran. EWhen India gained independence in 1947, few Indians had experience in mak-
Though India continues to have a military relationship with Russia, Israel ¢ ing or conducting foreign policy. However, the country’s oldest political party,
has emerged as India’s second largest military partner, while India has built a $ the Indian National Congress, had established a small foreign department in
strong strategic partnership with the United States. The Indo-US civilian nuclear § 1925 to make overseas contacts and to publicize its freedom struggle. From the
agreement, signed and implemented in 2008, highlighted the growing sophisti- §late 1920s on, Jawaharlal Nehru, who had a long-standing interest in world
cation of the Indo-American relations. < affairs among independence leaders, formulated the Congress stance on inter-
Policy enational issues. As a member of the interim government in 1946, Nehru articu-
India’s foreign policy has always regarded the concept of neighborhood as ¢ lated India’s approach to the world.
one of widening concentric circles, around a central axis of historical and cul- o India’s international influence varied over the years after independence.
tural commonalities. s Indian prestige and moral authority were high in the 1950s and facilitated the
The guiding principles of India’s Foreign Policy have been founded on E acquisition of developmental assistance from both East and West. Although the
Panchsheel, pragmatism and pursuit of national interest. In a period of rapid * prestige stemmed from India’s nonaligned stance, the nation was unable to pre-
and continuing change, foreign policy must be capable of responding optimally ¢ vent Cold War politics from becoming intertwined with interstate relations in
to new challenges and opportunities. It has to be an integral part of the larger $ South Asia. In the 1960s and 1970s, India’s international position among devel-
effort of building the nation’s capabilities through economic development, Joped and developing countries faded in the course of wars with China and
strengthening social fabric and well-being of the people and protecting India’s g Pakistan, disputes with other countries in South Asia, and India’s attempt to
sovereignty and territorial integrity. India’s foreign policy is a forward-looking ¢ balance Pakistan’s support from the United States and China by signing the
engagement with the rest of the world, based on a rigorous, realistic and con- ¢ Indo-Soviet Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in August 1971. Although
temporary assessment of the bilateral, regional and global geo-political and ¢ India obtained substantial Soviet military and economic aid, which helped to
economic milieu. :strengthen the nation, India’s influence was undercut regionally and interna-
As many as 20 million people of Indian origin live and work abroad and Etionally by the perception that its friendship with the Soviet Union prevented a
constitute an important link with the mother country. An important role of India’s s more forthright condemnation of the Soviet presence in Afghanistan. In the late
foreign policy has been to ensure their welfare and well being within the frame- ¢1980s, India improved relations with the United States, other developed coun-
work of the laws of the country where they live. stries, and China while continuing close ties with the Soviet Union. Relations
Role of the Prime Minister ¢ with its South Asian neighbors, especially Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal, oc-
Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister, promoted a strong personal § cupied much of the energies of the Ministry of External Affairs.
role for the Prime Minister but a weak institutional structure. Nehru served g In the 1990s, India’s economic problems and the demise of the bipolar world
concurrently as Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs; he made all ¢ political system forced India to reassess its foreign policy and adjust its foreign
major foreign policy decisions himself after consulting with his advisers and e relations. Previous policies proved inadequate to cope with the serious domes-
then entrusted the conduct of international affairs to senior members of the In- o tic and international problems facing India. The end of the Cold War gutted the
dian Foreign Service. His successors continued to exercise considerable control o core meaning of nonalignment and left Indian foreign policy without signifi-
over India’s international dealings, although they generally appointed separate Ecant direction. The hard, pragmatic considerations of the early 1990s were still
ministers of external affairs. :Viewed within the nonaligned framework of the past, but the disintegration of
India’s second prime minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri (1964-66), expanded ¢ the Soviet Union removed much of India’s international leverage, for which

the Office of Prime Minister (sometimes called the Prime Minister’s Secretariat) $ relations with Russia and the other post-Soviet states could not compensate.
L]
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After the collapse of the Soviet Union, India improved its relations with the ¢ was suspected of continuing to shelter and support the Taliban. India pursues a

United States, Canada, France, Japan and Germany. In 1992, India established :policy of close cooperation to bolster its standing as a regional power and con-

formal diplomatic relations with Israel and this relationship grew during the « tain its rival Pakistan, which it maintains is supporting Islamic militants in

tenures of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government and the subsequent:Kashmir and other parts of India. India is the largest regional investor in Af-

UPA (United Progressive Alliance) governments. . ghanistan, having committed more than US $ 2.2 billion for reconstruction pur-
[ ]

In the mid-1990s, India attracted the world attention towards the alleged e poses.

Pakistan-backed terrorism in Kashmir. The Kargil War resulted in a major dip- E Bangladesh

lomatic victory for India. The United States and European Union recognized ¢ Both states are part of the Indian subcontinent and have had a long com-

the fact that Pakistani military had illegally infiltrated into Indian territory and $ mon cultural, economic and political history. India played a crucial part in

pressurized Pakistan to withdraw from Kargil. Several anti-India militant® Bangladesh's independence from Pakistan. The cultures of the two countries are

groups based in Pakistan were labeled as terrorist groups by the United States ¢ similar; in particular India's West Bengal and Tripura states and Bangladesh

and European Union. sare all Bengali speaking regions. In recent years India provides co-operation

In 1998, India tested nuclear weapons for the second time (see Pokhran-1II) ¢and assistance during annual natural calamities. India is largest exporter to

which resulted in several U.S., Japanese and European sanctions on India. India’s § Bangladesh. Most of differences are of sharing water resources between the two

then defense minister, George Fernandes, said that India’s nuclear program : countries SUCh as Ganges, Where Indla diverse Ganges water to Calcutta through

was necessary as it provided a deterrence to potential Chinese nuclear threat. ¢ Farakka Barrage.

Most of the sanctions imposed on India were removed by 2001. < Bhutan

Historically,there have been a close ties with India. Both countries signed a

After the September 11 attacks in 2001, Indian intelligence agencies pro-:

¢ Friendship treaty in 1949, where India would assist Bhutan in foreign relations.

vided the U.S. with significant information on Al-Qaeda and related groups’
[ ]

activities in Pakistan and Afghanistan. India’s extensive contribution to the War « Ont February 8, 2007, the Indo-Bhutan Friendship Treaty was substantially re-

vised under the Bhutanese King, Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck. Whereas

on Terrorism, coupled with a surge in its economy, has helped India’s diplo- ®

matic relations with several countries. Over the past three years,

India has held «in the Treaty of 1949 Article 2 read as "The Government of India undertakes to
[ ]

numerous joint military exercises with U.S. and European nations that have :exercise no interference in the internal administration of Bhutan. On its part the

e Government of Bhutan agrees to be guided by the advice of the Government of

resulted in a strengthened U.S.-India and E.U.-India bilateral relationship. India’s

bilateral trade with Europe and U.S. has more than doubled in the last five ®India in regard to its external relations."

. In the revised treaty it now reads as, "In keeping with the abiding ties of

years. s

close friendship and cooperation between Bhutan and India, the Government of

India has been pushing for reforms in the UN and WTO with mixed re- o

sults. India’s candidature for a permanent seat at the UN Security Council is s the Kingdom of Bhutan and the Government of the Republic of India shall coop-

® erate closely with each other on issues relating to their national interests. Nei-

currently backed by several countries including France, Russia, the United King- e

dom, Germany, Japan, Brazil and Australia. In 2004, the United States signed a o ther government shall allow the use of its territory for activities harmful to the

national security and interest of the other." The revised treaty also includes in it

nuclear co-operation agreement with India even though the latter is not a part of

the preamble "Reaffirming their respect for each other's independence, sover-

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The US argued that India’s strong nuclear ®

- - i : - ecignty and territorial integrity", an element that was absent in the earlier ver-
non-proliferation record made it an exception, however this has not persuaded ® €181ty Brity

° . . . )
other Nuclear Suppliers Group members to sign similar deals with India. Dur- ¢ Sion- The Indo-Bhutan Friendship Treaty of 2007 strengthens Bhutan's status as

ean independent and sovereign nation.

ing a state visit to India in November 2010, US president Barack Obama an- §

Tata Power is building a hydro-electric dam. This dam will greatly de-

nounced US support for India’s bid for permanent membership to UN Security o

evelop the Bhutanese economy by providing employment, and by selling elec-

Council as well as India’s entry to Nuclear Suppliers Group, Wassenaar Ar- 4

rangement, Australia Group and Missile Technology Control Regime. * tricity to India and fulfilling India's burgeoning energy needs. Due to this dam

:Bhutan's economy grew 20%, the second highest growth rate in the world.

Strategic partners

* Myanmar

India’s growing economy, strategic location, friendly foreign policy and e

India was one of the leading supporters of Burmese independence and es-

large and vibrant diaspora has won it more allies than enemies. India has e

* tablished diplomatic relations after Burma's independence from Great Britain

friendly relations with several countries in the developing world. Though India ®

. R .
is not a part of any major military alliance, it has close strategic and military +in 1948. For many years, Indo-Burmese relations were strong due to cultural

+links, flourishing commerce, common interests in regional affairs and the pres-

relationship with most of the major powers.

< ence of a significant Indian community in Burma. India provided considerable

Countries considered India’s closest include the Russian Federation, Israel,

o« support when Burma struggled with regional insurgencies. However, the over-

Afghanistan, France, Nepal, , Bhutan and Bangladesh. Russia is the largest ¢

o throw of the democratic government by the Military of Burma led to strains in

supplier of military equipment to India, followed by Israel and France. Accord- o

eties. Along with much of the world, India condemned the suppression of de-

ing to some analysts, Israel is set to overtake Russia as India’s largest military o

emocracy and Burma ordered the expulsion of the Burmese Indian community,

and strategic partner. The two countries also collaborate extensively in the sphere o

eincreasing its own isolation from the world. Only China maintained close links

of counter-terrorism and space technology. India also enjoys strong military e

e with Burma while India supported the pro-democracy movement.

relations with several other countries, including the United Kingdom, the United

However, due to geo-political concerns, India revived its relations and

States, Japan, Singapore, Brazil, South Africa and Italy. In addition, India oper- .

¢recognised the new name of Myanmar in 1993 overcoming strains over drug

ates an airbase in Tajikistan and signed a landmark defense accord with Qatar ®

i1 2008 s trafficking, the suppression of democracy and the rule of the military junta in
’ °

Burma. Burma is situated to the south of the states of Mizoram, Manipur,

India has also forged relationships with developing countries, especially $

Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India. and the proximity of the

South Africa, Brazil, and Mexico. These countries often represent the interests of §

the developing countries through economic forums such as the G8+5, IBSA and :People s Republic of China gives strategic importance to Indo-Burmese rela-

WTO. India was seen as one of the standard bearers of the developing world :tlons. The Indo-Burmese border stretches over 1,600 miles and some insurgents

¢in North-east India seek refuge in Myanmar. Consequently, India has been keen

and claimed to speak for a collection of more than 30 other developing nations e

e on increasing military cooperation with Myanmar in its counter-insurgency ac-

at the Doha Development Round. India’s “Look East” Policy has helped it de- o

e tivities. In 2001, the Indian Army completed the construction of a major road

velop greater economic and strategic partnership with Southeast Asian coun- e

®along its border with Myanmar. India has also been building major roads, high-

tries, South Korea, Japan, and Taiwan. India also enjoys friendly relations with e

the Persian Gulf countries and most members of the African Union. ¢ ways, ports and pipelines within Myanmar in an attempt to increase its strate-

s gic influence in the region and also to counter China's growing strides in the

Bilateral and regional relations ¢ Indochina peninsula. Indian companies have also sought active participation in

< oil and natural gas exploration in Myanmar.In February 2007, India announced

Neighbours countries Relations «a plan to develop the Sittwe port, which would enable ocean access from Indian
Afghanistan ENortheastem states like Mizoram, via the Kaladan River.

Bilateral relations between India and Afghanistan have been traditionally: India is a major customer of Myanmarese oil and gas. In 2007, Indian ex-

strong and friendly. While India was the only South Asian country to recognize s ports to Myanmar totaled US$185 million, while its imports from Myanmar

the Soviet-backed Democratic Republic of Afghanistan in the 1980s, its rela- ¢ were valued at around US$810 million, consisting mostly of oil and gas. India

tions were diminished during the Afghan civil wars and the rule of the Islamist ¢has granted US$100 million credit to fund highway infrastructure projects in

Taliban in the 1990s. India aided the overthrow of the Taliban and became the 8 Myanmar, while US$ 57 million has been offered to upgrade Myanmarese rail-

largest regional provider of humanitarian and reconstruction aid. tways. A further US$27 million in grants has been pledged for road and rail

The new democratically-elected Afghan government strengthened its ties ¢ projects. India is one of the few countries that has provided military assistance

with India in wake of persisting tensions and problems with Pakistan, which ¢ to the Myanmarese junta. However, there has been increasing pressure on India
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Military’s Immunity / Lack
of Remedies

The members of the Armed
Forces in the whole of the Indian
territory are protected from arrest
for anything done within the line
of official duty by Section 45 of
the CrPC. Section 6 of the AFSPA
provides them with absolute im-
munity for all atrocities commit-
ted under the AFSPA. A person
wishing to file suit against a mem-
ber of the armed forces for
abuses under the AFSPA must
first seek the permission of the
Central Government.

In a report on the AFSPA to
the UN Human Rights Commit-
teein 1991, Nandita Haksar, a law-
yer who has often petitioned the
Guwabhati High Court in cases
related to the AFSPA, explains
how in practice this leaves the
military’s victims without a rem-
edy. Firstly, there has not been a
single case of any one seeking
such permission to file a case in
the North East. Given that the
armed forces personnel conduct
themselves as being above the
law and the people are alienated
from the state government, it is
hardly surprising that no one
would approach Delhi for such
permission. Secondly, when the
armed forces are tried in army
courts, the public is not informed
of the proceedings and the court
martial judgments are not pub-
lished. In a meeting with the gov-
ernment National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), a represen-
tative of SAHRDC was able to
discuss cases where BSF and
armed forces in Jammu and Kash-
mir were punished for abuses.
Yet, the results of these trials were
not published and the NHRC rep-
resentative stated that it would
endanger the lives of the soldiers.

This section of the AFSPA
was also reviewed in Indrajit
Barua. The High Court justified
this provision on the grounds
that it prevents the filing of “frivo-
lous claims”. The court even said
that this provision provides more
safeguards, obviously confusing
safeguards for the military with
safeguards for the victims of the
military’s abuses.

Instances of human rights
abuses by the army have shown
that unless there is public ac-
countability there is no incentive
for the army to change its con-
duct. This was exemplified in
Burundi when security forces
killed 1,000 people in October
1991. Amnesty International re-
ported, “The failure to identify
those responsible for human
rights violations and bring them
to justice has meant that mem-
bers of the security forces con-
tinue to believe that they are
above the law and can violate
human rights with impunity.”
Without the transparency of the
public accounting, it is impossible
to be sure that perpetrators are
actually punished.

Habeas corpus cases have
been the only remedy available
for those arrested under the
AFSPA. A habeas corpus case
forces the military or police to
hand the person over to the
court. This gives the arrested
person some protection and it is
in these cases that legal counsel
have been able to make argu-
ments challenging the AFSPA.
However, a habeas corpus case
will not lead to the repeal of the
act nor will it punish particular
officers who committed the
abuses. Also, only people who
have access to lawyers will be

AFSPA Story Continue

able to file such a case.

Section 6 of the AFSPA thus
suspends the Constitutional
right to file suit. Mr Mahanty
raised this crucial argument in the
first Lok Sabha debate on the
AFSPAin 1958. He said that Sec-
tion 6 of the AFSPA “immediately
takes away, abrogates, pinches,
frustrates the right to constitu-
tional remedy which has been
given in article 32(1) of the Con-
stitution.” This further shows
that the AFSPA is more than an
emergency provision because it
is only in states of emergency that
these rights can be constitution-
ally suspended.

Section 32(1) of the Consti-
tution states that “the right to
move the Supreme Court by ap-
propriate proceedings for the
enforcement of the rights con-
ferred by this Part is guaranteed.”
In the Constitutional Assembly
debates, Dr B R Ambedkar said,
“If I was asked to name any par-
ticular article of the Constitution
as the most important - an article
without which this Constitution
would be a nullity. I would not
refer to any other article except
this one (Article 32). It is the very
soul of the Constitution and the
very heart of it.”

During the emergency in
1975 the right to file for writs of
habeas corpus was suspended
as ruled by the Supreme Court in
A.D.M. v. Shivakant Shukla,
(1976) 2 SCC 521. The Emergency
had been declared under Section
359 of the Constitution. This sec-
tion has now been amended, stat-
ing that the fundamental rights
of section 20 and 21 cannot be
suspended, even in a state of
emergency. Therefore, should an
emergency be declared today, the
right to file habeas corpus on the
grounds that the fundamental
right to life has been denied
should be allowed. Nevertheless,
the 1975 case exemplifies the
court’s deference for the execu-
tive, even if it means a total sus-
pension of individual liberty.

In the 1958 Lok Sabha, de-
bate also occured about whether
the right to file suit was a guar-
anteed right under the Constitu-
tion. The Speaker said, “Now
who is to decide whether a right
is one which has been guaran-
teed under this article? (article 32)
The Supreme Court will decide
it.” Turning to this argument later,
the Home Minister pointed out
that under the Criminal Procedure
Code and the Civil Procedure
Code that the Government’s con-
sent was already required before
a member of the armed forces
could be sued in connection with
their duties. This remains the case
under both Codes today. Since,
as seen above, the Supreme
Court so readily defers to the ex-
ecutive and legislative branches,
if the legislature does not pause
to ask if a provision is constitu-
tional, should the court review it
once the legislature has passed
it, it will most likely be deemed
constitutional.

The Army Act

The 1950 act was a revision
of the 1911 Indian Army Act. One
of the goals of this revision was
“to bridge the gap between the
Army and civil laws as far as pos-
sible in the matter of punishments
of offenses.” The High Courts of
the country have a limited right
to interfere with the court-martial
system. Court-martial proceed-
ings do not have to satisfy Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitution. In
chapter five of the Army Act, the

members of the services are
granted privileges, including im-
munity from attachments and ar-
rest for debt. The only civil acts
committed by members of the
army which are not triable by
court-martial are murder or rape
of a civilian, unless this was done
while on active service. This
means that soldiers operating
under the AFSPA will, if tried at
all, be tried by court-martial, leav-
ing no civil law remedy for the
victims. Section 6 of the AFSPA
only further reinforces the army’s
immunity.
States of Emergency

The declaration that an area
is disturbed essentially amounts
to declaring a state of emergency
but by-passes the Constitutional
safeguards. The point that this
bill invokes a state of emergency
was raised immediately by Mr
Mahanty (Dhenkanal) in the 1958
Lok Sabha debates. He said the
Assembly could not proceed if
Section 352(1) of the Constitu-
tion was not fulfilled. In re-
sponse, Mr K C Pant, then Home
Minister, attempted to argue that
the powers granted under the
AFSPA do not resemble a state
of emergency. He said that in an
emergency fundamental rights
can be abrogated and that the
AFSPA does not abrogate those
rights. But under Section 4(a) the
right to life is clearly violated. An
officer shooting to kill, because
he is of the opinion that it is nec-
essary, does not conform, even
prima facie, with the Article 21
Constitutional requirement that
the right to life cannot be
abridged except according to
procedure established by law.
The Home Minister said the
AFSPA powers stem rather from
Article 355 of the Constitution,
which gives the Central Govern-
ment authority to protect the
States against external aggres-
sion.

Dr Krishnaswanmi
(Chingleput) also made the argu-
ment that the AFSPA was out-
side the powers granted in the
Constitution, since it was declar-
ing a state of emergency without
following the Constitutional pro-
visions for such a declaration. He
argued that this Bill would take
away the State’s power by bring-
ing in the military. The Speaker
responded that this did not take
away the State’s power, rather it
granted the States more power
because it allowed them to de-
cide to “hand over thoroughly,
entirely and completely to the
Armed Forces”. This argument
is circular - the Speaker was say-
ing that the States are given more
power because they are now able
to freely hand over their power.
And because this was explained
as granting power to the States,
no Presidential proclamation was
necessary (the proclamation is
only made when the State pow-
ers are restricted). So the emer-
gency provisions in the Consti-
tution were cleverly by-passed.

In a state of emergency, fun-
damental rights may be sus-
pended under Article 359, since
the 1978 amendment to this ar-
ticle, rights under Articles 20 and
21 may not be suspended. As
shown above, the AFSPA results
in the suspension of Article 21
right to life, therefore AFSPA is
more draconian than emergency
rule. Emergency rule can only be
declared for a specified period of
time, and the President’s procla-
mation of emergency must be re-
viewed by Parliament. The

DEVELOP |

AFSPA is in place for an indefi-
nite period of time and there is
no legislative review.

The UN Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention noted in its
report of 17 December 1993, that
states of emergency tend to be a
“fruitful source of arbitrary ar-
rests.” In its report of 21 Decem-
ber 1994, the Working Group
concluded that preventive deten-
tion is “facilitated and aggravated
by several factors such as ... ex-
ercise of the powers specific to
states of emergency without a
formal declaration, non-obser-
vance of the principle of propor-
tionality between the gravity of
the measures taken and the situ-
ation concerned, too vague a
definition of offenses against
State security, and the existence
of special or emergency jurisdic-
tions.” This describes exactly the
situation under the AFSPA. The
AFSPA grants state of emer-
gency powers without declaring
an emergency as prescribed in
the Constitution. The measures
taken by the military outweigh the
situation in the North East, nota-
bly the power to shoot to kill. The
offences are not clearly defined,
since all of the Section 4 offences
are judged subjectively by the
military personnel. And the
AFSPA is a “special jurisdiction”
provision.

B) INTERNATIONAL LAW

Under relevant international
human rights and humanitarian
law standards there is no justifi-
cation for such an act as the
AFSPA. The AFSPA, by its form
and in its application, violates the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (the “UDHR?”), the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (the “ICCPR”),
the Convention Against Torture,
the UN Code of Conduct for Law
Enforcement Officials, the UN
Body of Principles for Protection
of All Persons Under any form of
Detention, and the UN Principles
on Effective Prevention and In-
vestigation of Extra- legal and
summary executions.

A UDHR argument would
just be repetitive with ICCPR so
SAHRDC has not done it but the
UDHR articles which the AFSPA
violates are the following: 1 - Free
and Equal Dignity and rights, 2 -
Non- discrimination, 3 - Life, lib-
erty, security of person, 5 - no
torture, 7 - equality before the law,
8 - effective remedy, 9 - no arbi-
trary arrest, 17 - property.

International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights
(“ICCPR”)

India signed the ICCPR in
1978, taking on the responsibil-
ity of securing the rights guaran-
teed by the Covenant to all its
citizens. The rights enunciated
by the ICCPR are those which
must be guaranteed during times
of peace by the member states.
In times of public emergency, the
ICCPR foresees that some rights
may have to be suspended. How-
ever, the ICCPR remains opera-
tive even under such circum-
stances since certain rights are
non- derogable. The AFSPA vio-
lates both derogable and non-
derogable rights.

This first article of the ICCPR
states that all people have the
right to self-determination. As
discussed previously, the AFSPA
is a tool in stifling the self-deter-
mination aspirations of the indig-
enous peoples of the North East.

Article 2 imposes an obliga-
tion on the states to ensure that
all individuals enjoy the rights

guaranteed by the Covenant.
This includes an obligation to
provide a remedy for those
whose rights are violated. When
India gave its second periodic
report to the UN Human Rights
Committee in March 1991, mem-
bers of the Committee pointed
out that the AFSPA violates this
right because article 2 foresees
more than just a legal system
which provides such remedies,
but requires that such a system
work on the practical level.

Article 4 of the Covenant
governs the suspension of some
of the Covenant’s rights. Dero-
gation of the ICCPR has three
conditions. Firstly, it is only “in
time of public emergency which
threatens the life of the nation
and the existence of which is of-
ficially proclaimed” that states
may derogate from their obliga-
tions under the ICCPR. Also,
such derogation must be “strictly
required by the exigencies of the
situation” and cannot be incon-
sistent with other international
law obligations nor “involve
discrimination solely on the
ground of race, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion or social origin.”
The AFSPA has been enacted
without such an official procla-
mation of emergency and goes
beyond the requirements of the
situation. Moreover, the fact that
the AFSPA targets the popula-
tion of the North East shows that
it does discriminate on the basis
of social origin. Secondly, there
can be no derogation from ar-
ticles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs 1 and 2),
11, 15, 16 and 18. As discussed
below, the AFSPA violates three
of these, article 6 guaranteeing
the right to life, article 7 prohibit-
ing torture and article 8 prohibit-
ing forced labour. Thirdly, any
state which derogates from the
ICCPR obligations must inform
the other states party to the
Covenant. India has not met this
obligation as regards the AFSPA.

The AFSPA comes within
the purview of article 4 as under-
stood by the Human Rights Com-
mittee. The members found that
since it “enables the army to
supplement ... [the] civil authori-
ties [in] powers of arrest, powers
of search” the AFSPA is the
equivalent of emergency legisla-
tion. Moreover, a committee
member stated that the AFSPA
had actually created a “continu-
ous state of emergency” since it
has been in application since
1958.

The greatest outrage of the
AFSPA under both Indian and
international law is the violation
of the right to life. This comes
under Article 6 of the ICCPR, and
it is a non-derogable right. This
means no situation, or state of
emergency, or internal distur-
bance, can justify the suspension
of this right. Committee members
insisted on this particular point
in regards to the AFSPA. They
found that the powers to kill un-
der the Act are simply too broad.
As pointed out by a member of
the committee, the offences un-
der Section 4(a) for which the
soldier may shoot do not threaten
the soldier. The Code of Conduct
for Law Enforcement Officials
only foresees the use of deadly
force when the officer is threat-
ened with force. Under Section
4(a) of the AFSPA, the officer can
shoot when there is an unlawful
assembly, not defined as threat-
ening, or when the person has or
is suspected of having a weapon.
Since “weapon” is defined as
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anything “capable of being used
as a weapon”, a committee mem-
ber pointed out that this could
even include a stone, further
bringing out the lack of propor-
tionality between the offence and
the use of force by the army.

The armed forces in the
North East have systematically
tortured the people they arrested
under the AFSPA. Article 7 of the
ICCPR prohibits torture and this
also is a non-derogable right.
Moreover, the prohibition
against torture is a “norm of cus-
tomary law”. Under the UDHR,
torture is defined as “any act by
which severe pain or suffering,
whether physical or mental, is in-
tentionally inflicted by or at the
instigation of a public official on
a person for such purposes as
obtaining from him or a third per-
son information or confession,
punishing him for an act he has
committed or is suspected of
having committed, or intimidat-
ing him or other person.”

During Operation Bluebird,
the Assam Rifles committed
gross abuses of this right. The
Operation was launched in the
wake of an attack on an Assam
Rifles outpost in Oinam, a village
in Manipur. The attack is believed
to have been carried out by the
NSCN. The armed forces retali-
ated by perpetuating atrocities on
the village people of Oinam. The
Amnesty International report
found that more than 300 villag-
ers claimed they were beaten,
“some torture victims were left for
dead ... others were reportedly
subjected to other forms of tor-
ture including inserting chili pow-
der into sensitive parts of the
body, being given electric shocks
by means of a hand operated dy-
namo ... or being buried up to the
neck in apparent mock execu-
tions.” The headman of the vil-
lage was also tortured and re-
ported, “I was called out and re-
peatedly interrogated throughout
the day ... I was beaten by the
officers an jawans ... they also
indiscriminately attack[ed] the
villagers - ... chili powder dis-
solved in water [was] rubbed into
the nostrils, eyes and soft parts
of the body and [officers and
jawans] took sadistic pleasure
from the cries of pain by the vic-
tims.”

Under similar circumstances
in “Operation Rhino”, Rajputana
Rifles surrounded the village of
Bodhakors on October 4, 1991.
An extensive house to house
searched was conducted during
which women were sexually ha-
rassed and men were taken to in-
terrogation camps. They were
beaten up and kept without food
or water. During this combing
operation not a single insurgent
was found. The People’s Union
for Civil Liberties (PUCL) noted,
“It is very difficult to understand
the logic such useless raids,
mass torture and interrogations,
unless the purpose is taken to be
the creation of pure terror for some
sinister and ulterior motives.”

During Operation Bluebird,
the military also forced the vil-
lagers of Oinam to work for them
and provided them with no com-
pensation. This violates article
8(3) of the ICCPR which prohib-
its forced labour. The Assam
Rifles “rounded up villagers for
forced labour for such tasks as
porter service, building new army
camps, washing clothes and car-
rying firewood.”

....... Continue in nextissue
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Dr. Raj Baldev

Dr. Raj Baldev, is a famous
Cosmo Theorist and man of
letters. He also wrote a famous
book "Two Big Bangs Created
the Universe", (Formed in
Eternal Space), in November
2003, which explains about
the origin of the Universe.
About LHC he said LHC is
controlled by Machine
Advisory Committee (MAC).
The Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) is located in a circular
tunnel 27 km in circumference.
The tunnel is buried under-
ground around 50 to 175 m. It
is situated on both sides of
Swiss and French borders, on
the outskirts of Geneva.

The Collider is especially
designed to collide two
counter rotating beams of
protons or you may call heavy
ions. You can also say it is
Proton-Proton collisions at an
energy level of 7TeV per beam
and the beams move around
the LHC ring inside a continu-
ous vacuum guided by mag-
nets." The magnets are
superconducting in nature and
are cooled by a giant cryogen-

Opnion Editorials

Effects of Recreation of
Mini Big Bang by LHC -
Cosmo Theorist

ics system. The beams are
stored at high energy for hours
and during that period, the
collisions are set to take place
inside the four main LHC
experiments."

A very big machine designed
like LHC can only succeed to
pinpoint the smallest fragments
of the Universe, which are
unimaginably small; and
moreover, the machine is
supposed to recreate the first
millionth of a second of
creation and for that an
unbelievable energy is
required and it's only possible
with a very big machine of the
scale of LHC."

"The main target of this LHC
machine is to recreate the
conditions of the Big Bang,
which had created the Uni-
verse. The scientists believe
that it was the Big Bang that
created the Universe and it
exploded around 14 billion
years ago, but the scientists
take a specific period of 13.7
billion." "The explosion of the
Big Bang created trillions of
degrees of temperature, which
became difficult for scientists

to analyze. "Thereafter the
Mean Temperature/Radiation
was reduced but there were
terrible collisions between the
Gamma Rays and they pro-
duced particles and anti
matter. Thereafter it was an
inflationary period when space
is believed to have expanded
at an unimaginable rate. After
about one second the Mean
Temperature/Radiation was
further reduced, the energy of
the gamma rays fell to less than
that of a particular rate so as
to create particles and anti
particles.

About 500 million years after
the explosion of the Big Bang,
the galaxies started forming
followed by the Sun, planets
and their satellites so-called
Moons. The LHC machines are
to find out the cause and
source of the explosion of the

Big Bang, and their experiment

is related to this issue."”

"The LHC accelerator is
especially designed to smash
together protons, a kind of
sub-atomic particle, at nearly
the speed of light. The experi-
menters hold firm confidence

that such collisions will
generate exotic new particles,
especially the so-called Higgs
Boson, which possibly predict
what are the key properties of
the matter, how it acquires
mass and gathers weight."
"The LHC itself contains two
pipes, each involving a beam
of protons traveling at nearly
the speed of light, which are
steered around the circular
tunnel by powerful magnets.
Such magnets are "supercon-
ducting” in nature as already
indicated above, and with that
process, the whole LHC are
cooled to below -268C, using
pipes filled with liquid helium,
and it is a great safety mea-
sure. "The two proton beams
travel in opposite directions
but, at various points around
the ring, their pipes merge,
allowing the protons in each
beam to collide. "However,
since the thickness of each
beam is less than that of a
human hair, they have to be
focused. This is the task of a
second set of magnets, and they
were under test at the time of
explosion.

Quantitative easing Il

Suraj Singh Rajput

Quantitative easing (QF) is a monetary policy used by some central banks to increase the supply of money by

increasing the excess reserves of the banking system, generally through buying of the central government's own

bonds to stabilize or raise their prices and thereby lower long-term interest rates. This policy is usually invoked

when the normal methods to control the money supply have failed, i.e the bank interest rate, discount rate and/or

interbank interest rate are either at, or close to, zero. It has been termed the electronic equivalent of simply print-

ing legal tender.

The term became fashionable post the global economic crisis in 2008, following which most governments across

the globe had to pump in huge amount of liquidity in the markets to tide over the crisis. Quantitative easing is the

process of infusing money into the system by creating new money' and eventually buying financial assets like

bonds and corporate debt from financial institutions in the country. This is done by central banks through what is

popularly known as open market operations. The idea essentially is to make adequate money in the system to spur

consumption demand in any economy. Quantitative easing Il is the popular phrase used in the context of American

economy these days as the US Federal Reserve Board is touted to go for another round of quantitative easing to

consolidate the recovery of the American economy, which has slowed down because of fundamental reasons such

as lower consumption and job losses and escape of capital to other economies.
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1American President Barack

| Obama's visitto India |

| President Barack Obama visit to India was the sixth |
visit by a US President to India since it became inde-
pendent in 1947. The previous visits were of Dwight
Eisenhower in 1959, Richard Nixon in 1969, JimmyI
Carter in 1978, Bill Clinton in 2000 and George Bush
in 2006. He US has realised that India is helping build |
the US economy, the rhetoric about 'outsourcing' not-

| withstanding. Indian investments in the US are increas- |

| ing rapidly and creating jobs. According to some esti- |
| mates by business chambers, Indian investment in the |

I US has created 300,000 jobs in the US, many of theml
during the recession years. I
Economic compulsions pull the United States President

| |

arack Obama toward India, as he announced a 10
billion dollars trade deals with the latter during his |
| three- day official trip. With his India trip that con- |
| cluded on November 8,. Obama attempted to create over |
| 50,000 jobs for Americans. Its accords with India in- |
| clude 7.7 billion dollars contract supply of 30 Boeing |
aircraft, restrictions waived on Indian space and de-
fense manufacturers, trade barriers reduced on prod-
ucts ranging from retail to telecommunication. Obama, [
who finds himself into a more challenging situation at
home with Republicans winning the Congress elections
amid the weakening U.S. economy, is treading care- |

I fully to shore his democrat team to safety as the out- |

| come would influence the next U. S. presidential polls. |

| The trip was originally planned for Japan and South |
Korea, but two more populated countries, India and

I Indonesia were added to this "business safari" to con-

[ vince Americans that he was on a job hunt spree forl
them.

| The U.S. is trying to draw distinction by not holdingl

| Pakistan responsible for all of the terrorism mess in

| the region and has defended the essence of faith Islam |
| which emphasizes peace and tolerance.

| Despite America's earlier flat refusal to mediate over |
Kashmir issue, one of the main problems between In-
dia and Pakistan, the U. S. President said that he was :
ready to play "any role" requested by India, Pakistan

|70 foster peace. But, he emphasized that it should bel
handled in a bilateral way. |

| In a symbolic gesture a day before Obama's trip onl
| Nov. 4, the U.S. treasury department imposed sanctions |
on already disbanded two Kashmir specific jihadi out-

If‘tLhk Taib d Jaish-e- Muh d dl

its: Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e- Muhammad and a

: key militant leader Azam Cheema for Nov. 26, 2008 :
Mumbai carnage.

: The issue of India's "Cold Start Doctrine" was not men- :
tioned by Obama, a major concern to Pakistan, par—l
ticularly, when Pakistan was compelled to focus on its

| western border with Afghanistan, which "it is not de- |

| signed for.” On the other hand, India did not reduce |
pressure on Pakistan's eastern border with deployment |
of over half a million troops. |

I Cold Start Doctrine is a military doctrine developed by I

[ the Indian Armed Forces. It involves joint operationsl
between India's three services and integrated battle
groups for offensive operations. A key component is |
the preparation of India's forces to be able to quicklyl

| mobilise and take offensive actions without crossing |

| the enemy's nuclear-use threshold. |

| With impeding cuts in the US defence budget, US de- |
fence manufacturers are looking for opportunities in
India. Undoubtedly, Indo-US defence cooperation has

: grown tremendously in the last few years. Over fifty:
Jjoint exercises have been held. India has already de-

cided to buy $2.5 billion worth of defence equipment

| including C-130J and P-8I aircraft. Two US compa-1

| nies have bid for the 126 advanced fighter aircraft. |

| New defence deals will create new jobs in the US. How- ||

| ever, the defence relationship so far remains a buyer- |
seller relationship.

: The Indo-US civil nuclear deal paves the way forl

I nuclear energy renaissance. US nuclear suppliers arel

| unhappy about the newly passed Indian nuclear liabil- |

: ity bill, but the chances are that this problem will bel
sorted out as India takes a decision on signing the

I Convention on Supplementary Compensation for |

| Nuclear Damage. If all goes well, India will emerge as |

| @ major force in the nuclear energy arena. This will |
create new, high tech capabilities in India. New jobsl
will be created here.

I India should not expect that the US will adjust its poli- I
| cies towards Pakistan, Afghistan and China to suit |
India's interests. Here there will always be some diver-
| gence which cannot be wished away. Such a realisation |
| will help keep expectations at a reasonable level. |

L———————————————————J
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to cut some of its military supplies to Myanmar. Relations between the two ¢ stemming from geography, economics, the problems inherent in big power-
remain close which was evident in the aftermath of Cyclone Nargis, when India «small power relations, and common ethnic and linguistic identities that overlap
was one of the few countries whose relief and rescue aid proposals were ac- « the two countries' borders. In 1950 New Delhi and Kathmandu initiated their
cepted by Myanmar's ruling junta. :mtertwmed relationship with the Treaty of Peace and Friendship and accompa-
China . snying letters that defined security relations between the two countries, and an

Despite lingering suspicions remaining from the 1962 Sino-Indian War and o sagreement governing both bilateral trade and trade transiting Indian soil. The
continuing boundary disputes over Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh, Sino- e *1950 treaty and letters stated that "neither government shall tolerate any threat
Indian relations have improved gradually since 1988. Both countries have sought * to the security of the other by a foreign aggressor" and obligated both sides "to
to reduce tensions along the frontier, expand trade and cultural ties, and nor- ¢ inform each other of any serious friction or misunderstanding with any neigh-
malize relations. sboring state likely to cause any breach in the friendly relations subsisting be-

A series of high-level visits between the two nations have helped improve ¢ tween the two governments." These accords cemented a "special relationship"
relations. In December 1996, PRC President Jiang Zemin visited India during a ¢ between India and Nepal that granted Nepal preferential economic treatment

tour of South Asia. While in New Delhl, he signed with the Indian Prime Minis- : and provided Nepalese in India the same economic and educational Opportuni-
ter a series of confidence-building measures for the disputed borders. Sino-In- ¢ tjes as Indian citizens.

dian relations suffered a brief setback in May 1998 when the Indian Defence $ Pakistan
minister justified the country's nuclear tests by citing potential threats from the § Despite historical, cultural and ethnic links between them, relations be-
PRC. However, in June 1999, during the Kargil crisis, then-External Affairs jtween India and Pakistan have been plagued by years of mistrust and suspicion
Minister Jaswant Singh visited Beijing and stated that India did not consider g ever since the partition of India in 1947. The principal source of contention be-
China a threat. By 2001, relations between India and the PRC were on the mend, stween India and its western neighbour has been the Kashmir conflict. After an
and the two sides handled the move from Tibet to India of the 17th Karmapa in ¢ invasion by Pashtun tribesmen and Pakistani paramilitary forces, the Hindu
January 2000 with delicacy and tact. In 2003, India formally recognized Tibet e Maharaja of the Dogra Kingdom of Jammu and Kashmir, Hari Singh, and its
as a part of China, and China recognized Sikkim as a formal part of India in:Mushm Prime Minister, Sheikh Abdullah, signed an Instrument of Accession
2004. ow1th New Delhi. The First Kashmir War started after the Indian Army entered
Since 2004, the economic rise of both China and India has also helped forge . * Srinagar, the capital of the state, to secure the area from the invading forces. The
closer relations between the two. Sino-Indian trade reached US$36 billion 1n:war ended in December 1948 with the Line of Control dividing the erstwhile
2007, making China the single largest trading partner of India. The increasing ¢ princely state into territories administered by Pakistan (northern and western
economic reliance between India and China has also bought the two nations Jareas) and India (southern, central and northeastern areas). Pakistan contested
closer politically, with both India and China eager to resolve their boundary g the legality of the Instrument of Accession since the Dogra Kingdom has signed
dispute. They have also collaborated on several issues ranging from WTO's ¢ a standstill agreement with it. The Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 started follow-
Doha round in 2008 to regional free trade agreement. Similar to Indo-US nuclear ¢ ing the failure of Pakistan's Operation Gibraltar, which was designed to infil-
deal, India and China have also agreed to cooperate in the field of civilian s trate forces into Jammu and Kashmir to precipitate an insurgency against rule
nuclear energy. However, China's economic interests have clashed with those :by India. The five-week war caused thousands of casualties on both sides. It
of India. Both the countries are the largest Asian investors in Africa and have :ended in a United Nations (UN) mandated ceasefire and the subsequent issu-
competed for control over its large natural resources. 0 ance of the Tashkent Declaration. India and Pakistan went to war again in 1971,
Maldives ° however this time the conflict was over East Pakistan rather than Kashmir. Due
India enjoys a considerable influence over Maldives' foreign policy and s ¢ to the large-scale atrocities committed by the Pakistan army, millions of Bengali
provides extensive security co-operation especially after the Operation Cactus :refugees poured over into India. India, along with Mukti Bahini, defeated Paki-
in 1988 during which India repelled Tamil mercenaries who invaded the coun- ¢ stan and the Pakistani forces surrendered on the eastern front. The war resulted
try. As founder member in 1985 of the South Asian Association for Regional {in the creation of Bangladesh.
Cooperation, SAARC, which brings together Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, § In 1998, India carried out the Pokhran-II nuclear tests which was followed
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, the country plays a very active ¢ by Pakistan's Chagai-I tests. Following the Lahore Declaration in February 1999,
role in SAARC. The Maldives has taken the lead in calling for a South Asian g relations briefly improved. However, few months later, Kashmiri insurgents
Free Trade Agreement, the formulation of a Social Charter, the initiation Of:and Pakistani paramilitary forces, backed by Pakistani Army, infiltrated in
informal political consultations in SAARC forums, the lobbying for greater ac- o large numbers into the Kargil district of Indian Kashmir. This initiated the Kargil
tion on environmental issues, the proposal of numerous human rights measures 0 conflict after India moved in thousands of troops to successfully flush out the
such as the regional convention on child rights and for setting up a SAARC ‘mflltrators Though the conflict did not result in a full-scale war between India
Human Rights Resource Centre. The Maldives is also an advocate of greater : and Pakistan, relations between the two reached all-time low which worsened
international profile for SAARC such as through formulating common positions ¢ even further following Pakistan's alleged involvement in the hijacking of the
at the UN. But the Maldives claims the Indian-administered territory of Minicoy $ Indian Airlines IC814 plane in December 1999. Attempts to normalize rela-
as part of its country, that is inhabited by Muslims. « tions, such as the Agra summit held in July 2001, failed. Following the attack on
India is starting the process to bring the island country into India's security g the Indian Parliament in December 2001, which was blamed on Pakistan, a
grid. The move comes after the moderate Islamic nation approached New Delhi § country which had condemned the attack. There was a military standoff be-
earlier this year over fears that one of its island resorts could be taken over by ¢ tween the two countries which lasted for nearly a year raising fears of a nuclear
terrorists given its lack of military assets and surveillance capabilities. India is :conﬂict. However, a peace process, initiated in 2003, led to improved relations
also signing an agreement later this year which includes following things. :in the following years.
" India will permanently base two helicopters in the country to enhance its : Since the initiation of peace process, several confidence-building-measures
surveillance capabilities and ability to respond swiftly to threats. One hehcop- * (CBMs) between India and Pakistan have taken shape. The Samjhauta Express
ter from the Coast Guard is likely to be handed over during Antony's V151t:and Delhi-Lahore Bus service are one of these successful measures which have
while another from the Navy will be cleared for transfer shortly. splayed a crucial role in expanding people to people contact between the two
" Maldives has coastal radars on only two of its 26 atolls. India will help § countries. The initiation of Srinagar-Muzaffarabad Bus service in 2005 and open-
set up radars on all 26 for seamless coverage of approaching vessels and air- eing of a historic trade route across the Line of Control in 2008 further reflects
craft. :increasing eagerness among the two sides to improve relations. Though bilat-
" The coastal radar chain in Maldives will be networked with the Indian g eral trade between India and Pakistan was a modest US$1.7 billion in March
coastal radar system. India has already undertaken a project to install radars :2007 it is expected to cross US$10 billion by 2010. In the Kashmir earthquake in
along its entire coastline. The radar chains of the two countries will be interlinked o . 2005, India sent aid to affected areas in Pakistani Kashmir & Punjab as well as
and a central control room in India's Coastal Command will get a seamless OIndlan Kashmir.
radar picture. : The recent terror attacks in Mumbai, however, have seriously undermined
" The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) will carry out regular Dornier sorties ¢ the relations between the two countries. India is alleging Pakistan of harboring
over the island nation to look out for suspicious movements or vessels. The s militants on their soil, while Pakistan vehemently denies such claims. Relations
Southern Naval Command will overlook the inclusion of Maldives into the In-$ are currently hampered since India has sent a list of 40 alleged fugitive in vari-
dian security grid. eous terror strikes to Pakistan, expecting the handover of the said 40 people to
" Military teams from Maldives will visit the tri-services Andaman Nicobar § the Indian Government. Pakistan, on the other hand, has openly declared to be

Command (ANC) to observe how India manages security and surveillance of ¢ having no intentions whatsoever of doing the above said extradition.
the critical island chain. e Sri Lanka

Nepal . Bilateral relations between Sri Lanka and India have been generally

Relations between India and Nepal are close yet fraught with difficulties § friendly, but were controversially affected by the on-going Sri Lankan civil war
L]
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and by the failure of Indian intervention during the Sri Lankan civil war. India ¢ building an Airforce Academy in Laos.
is the only neighbor of Sri Lanka, separated by the Palk Strait; both nations ¢ Indonesia

occupy a strategic position in South Asia and have sought to build a common : A long hiStOI'y of common links connect both nations from ancient times. In
security umbrella in the Indian Ocean. :1950 the first President of Indonesia - Sukarno called upon the peoples of Indo-

India-Sri Lanka relations have undergone a qualitative and quantltatlve enesia and India to "intensify the cordial relations" that had existed between the

transformation in the recent past. Political relations are close, trade and invest- « two countries "for more than 1000 years" before they had been "disrupted" by
ments have increased dramatically, infrastructural linkages are constantly be- ocolorual powers. Fifteen years later in Djakarta, government-inspired mobs were
ing augmented, defence collaboration has increased and there is a general, broad- ¢ Shoutmg "Down with India, the servant of imperialists" and "Crush India, our
based improvement across all sectors of bilateral cooperation. India was the ¢ enemy. " Yet in the spring of 1966, the foreign ministers of both countries began
first country to respond to Sri Lanka's request for assistance after the tsunami in ¢ speaking again of an era of friendly relations. India had supported Indonesian
December 2004. In July 2006, India evacuated 430 Sri Lankan nationals from independence and Nehru had raised the Indonesian question in the United Na-
Lebanon, first to Cyprus by Indian Navy ships and then to Delhi & Colombo by ¢ tions Security Council. Today, India has an embassy in Jakarta and Indonesia
special Air India flights. ¢ operates an embassy in Delhi.
There exists a broad consensus within the Sri Lankan polity on the pri- 4 MalaySIa

macy of India in Sri Lanka's external relations matrix. Both the major political India has a high commission in Kuala Lumpur, and Malaysia has a high

parties in Sri Lanka, viz., the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and the United Nation- ¢ commission in New Delhi. Both countries are full members of the Common-

alist Party have contributed to the rapid development of bilateral relations in o Wealth of Nations, and the Asian Union. India and Malaysia are also connected

the last ten years. Sri Lanka has supported India's candidature to the perma- o ¢ by various cultural and historical ties that date back to antiquity. The two coun-

nent membership of the UN Security Council. s tries are on excellently friendly terms with each other seeing as Malaysia is

Asia-Pacific

shome to a strong concentration of Indian immigrants.Mahathir bin Mohamad
« the fourth and longest serving Prime Minister of Malayasia is of Indian origin,

Australia ¢ his father Mohamad Iskandar, was a Malayalee Muslim (who migrated from
The strongest ties between these two states is the commonwealth connec- ¢ Kerala) and his mother Wan Tampawan, was Malay.

tion. Cricketing and Bollywood ties also help foster relations as in the frequent  Singapore
travel for games, and, more importantly, the presence of Australian cricketers ¢ India and Singapore share long-standing cultural, commercial and strate-
in India for commercial gain. This was further enhanced with the IPL, and, to a s gic relations, with Singapore being a part of the "Greater India" cultural and
lesser degree, the ICL. Bollywood has also improved ties as with John Howard's « commercial region. More than 300,000 people of Indian origin live in Singapore.
visit to Mumbai to increase tourism to Australia. Furthermore, there is a goingEFollowing its independence in 1965, Singapore was concerned with China-
strategic connection to forming an "Asian NATO" with India, Japan, the US and . backed communist threats as well as domination from Malaysia and Indonesia
Australia. The bilateral agreements have worked out for all but the Indo-Aus- 0 and sought a close strategic relationship with India, which it saw as a counter-
tralian angle, though this has been hurt by India's refusal to sign the NPT and :balance to Chinese influence and a partner in achieving regional security.
Australia's consequent refusal to provide India with uranium until the latter do ¢ Singapore had always been an important strategic trading post, giving India
so. The Australian and Indian militaries have already worked well together. Of § trade access to Maritime Southeast Asia and the Far East. Although the rival
late the relations between the two countries were jolted, with attacks on Indian § positions of both nations over the Vietnam War and the Cold War caused con-
Community students in Melbourne, Australia. Indian Government lodged strong ¢ sternation between India and Singapore, their relationship expanded signifi-
protests with the Australian Government. Australian Prime Minister Mr. Kevin ¢ cantly in the 1990s; Singapore was one of the first to respond to India's "Look
Rudd said that "Australia valued its education system and International Stu- < East" Policy of expanding its economic, cultural and strategic ties in Southeast
dents are valued more here in Australia." Mr. Rudd though said that his Govt. « Asia to strengthen its standing as a regional power. Singapore, and especially,
has ordered a thorough probe into the attacks and also condemned it in stron- :the Singaporean Foreign Minister, George Yeo, have taken an interest, in re-
gest possible terms no significant break through has been achieved. s establishing the ancient Indian university, Nalanda University.
Fiji : Singapore is the 8th largest source of investment in India and the largest
Fijis relationship with the Republic of India is often seen by observers against *amongst ASEAN member nations. It is also India's 9th biggest trading partner
the backdrop of the sometimes tense relations between its indigenous people +as of 2005-06. Its cumulative investment in India totals USD 3 billion as of 2006
and the 44 percent of the population who are of Indian descent. India has used $ and is expected to rise to US 5 billion by 2010 and US 10 billion by 2015. India's
its influence in international forums such as the Commonwealth of Nations and § economic liberalisation and its "Look East" policy have led to a major expansion
United Nations on behalf of ethnic Indians in Fiji, lobbying for sanctions against § in bilateral trade, which grew from USD 2.2 billion in 2001 to US 9-10 billion in
Fiji in the wake of the 1987 coups and the 2000 coup, both of which removed $2006 - a 400% growth in span of five years - and to USD 50 billion by 2010.
governments, one dominated and one led, by Indo-Fijians. :Singapore accounts for 38% of India's trade with ASEAN member nations and
Japan :3 4% of its total foreign trade. India's main exports to Singapore in 2005 in-

India-Japan relations have always been strong. India has culturally influ- § ocluded petroleum, gemstones, jewellery, machinery and its imports from

enced Japan through Buddhism. During the Indian Independence Movement, o * Singapore included electronic goods, organic chemicals and metals. More than

the Japanese Imperial Army helped Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's Indian Na- :half of Singapore's exports to India are basically "re-exports" - items that had

tional Army. Relations have remained warm since India's independence. Japa- *been imported from India.

nese companies, like Sony, Toyota, and Honda, have manufacturing facilities in . South Korea

India, and with the growth of the Indian economy, India is a big market fOI'E The cordial relationship between the two countries extends back to 48AD,
Japanese firms. The most prominent Japanese company to have a big invest- ¢ when Queen Suro, or Princess Heo, travelled from the kingdom of Ayodhya to
ment in India is automobiles giant Suzuki which is in partnership with Indian : Korea. According to the Samguk Yusa] the princess had a dream about a heav-
automobiles company Maruti Suzuki, the largest car manufacturer in India. § enly king who was awaiting heaven's anointed ride. After Princess Heo had the
Honda is also a partner in "Hero Honda”, one of the largest motor CYCIG sellers : dream, she asked her parentsl the klng and queen, for permission to set out and
in the World. In December 2006, Prime Minister Maanhan Sll‘lgh's visit to : Seek the man, Wthh the klng and queen urged Wlth the behef that god Orches_
Japan culminated in the signing of the "Joint Statement Towards Japan-India g trated the whole fate. Upon approval, she set out on a boat, carrying gold, sil-
Strategic and Global Partnership". Japan has funded some major infrastructure :ver, a tea plant, and a stone which calmed the waters. Archeologists discovered
projects in India, most notably the Delhi Metro subway system. Indian apph- e a stone with two fish kissing each other, a symbol of the Gaya kingdom that is
cants were welcomed in 2006 to the JET Program, starting with just one Slo’f:umque to the Mishra royal family in Ayodhya, India. This royal link provides
available in 2006 and 41 in 2007. Also, in 2007, the Japanese Self Defence Forces s further evidence that there was an active commercial engagements between
took part in a naval exercise in the Indian Ocean, known as Malabar 2007, ¢ India and Korea since the queen's arrival to Korea. Current descendants live in
which also involved the naval forces of India, Australia, Singapore and the *the city of Kimhae as well as abroad in America's state of New Jersey and
United States. ¢ Kentucky. Many of them became prominent and well-known around the world

In October 2008, Japan signed an agreement with India under which it $like President Kim Dae Jung, Prime Minister Jong Pil Kim.
would grant the latter a low-interest loan worth US$4.5 billion to construct a § The relations between the countries have been relatively limited, although
high-speed rail line between Delhi and Mumbai. This is the single largest over- g much progress arose during the three decades. Since the formal establishment
seas project being financed by Japan and reflects growing economic partnership g of the diplomatic ties between two countries in 1973, several trade agreements
between the two. India is also one of three countries with whom Japan has secu- +have been reached. Trade between the two nations has increased exponentially,
rity pact, the other being Australia and the United States. « exemplified by the $530 million during the fiscal year of 1992-1993, and the $10
Laos < billion during 2006-2007. During the 1997 Asian financial crisis, South Korean

In recent years, India has endeavoured to build relations, with this small < businesses sought to increase access to the global markets, and began trade
Southeast Asian nation. They have strong military relations, and India shall be s investments with India. The last two presidential visits from South Korea to
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India were in 1996 and 2006, and the embassy works between the two countries ¢ Americas .
are seen as needing improvements. Recently, there have been acknowledgements o India's commonalities with developing nations i§ Latin America, especially

in the Korean public and political spheres that expanding relations with India ¢ Brazil and Mexico have continued to grow. India arjd Brazil continue to work
< together on the reform of Security Council through fhe G4 nations while have

s also increased strategic and economic cooperation tijrough the IBSA Dialogue
sForum. The process of finalizing Preferential Trad® Agreement (PTA) with
*MERCOSUR (Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay) is on the itinerary
¢and negotiations are being held with Chile. Brazilfan President Luiz Inacio

+Lula da Silva was the guest of honour at the 2004 RePubhc Day celebrations in
cessful outcomes. The two countries agreed to shift their focus to the revision of ® *New Delhi.

should be a major economical and political priority for South Korea. Much of e
the economic investments of South Korea have been drained into China; how- e
ever, South Korea is currently the fifth largest source of investment in India. To e
the Times of India, President Roh voiced his opinion that cooperation between ®
India's software and Korea's IT industries would bring very efficient and suc-

[ ]
the visa policies between the two countries, expansion of trade, and establish- ® . Argentma :

Formal relations between both the countries wese first established in 1949.
countries. Korean companies such as LG and Samsung have established manu- : India has an embassy in Buenos Aires and Argenﬁr:a has an embassy in New

facturing and service facilities in India, and several Korean construction com- ¢ Delhi. The current Indian Ambassador to Argentina foncurrently acreditted to

panies won grants for a portion of the many infrastructural building plans in 'Uruguay and Paraguay) is Mr. R Viswanathan. .

ment of free trade agreement to encourage further investment between the two §

India, such as the "National Highway Development Project". Tata Motor's pur- ¢ Brazil
chase of Daewoo Commercial Vehicles at the cost of $102 million highlights the o A group called the Filhos de Gandhi (Sons of Gandh1) participates regu-

India's investments in Korea, which consist mostly of subcontracting. Jlarly in the carnival in Salvador. Private Brazilian ¢rganizations occasionally
Taiwan sinvite Indian cultural troupes. :
The bilateral relations between India and Taiwan (officially Republic of o In recent years, relations between Brazil and Irftha have grown consider-

China) have improved since the 1990s despite both nations not maintaining ¢ aPly and co-operation between the two countries }ﬁas been extended to such
e diverse areas as science and technology, pharmaceutlcals and space. The two-

eway trade in 2007 nearly tripled to US$ 3.12 b1lhon from US$ 1.2 billion
ein 2004. India attaches tremendous 1mportance0to its relationship with
ethis Latin American giant and hopes to see the areas of co-operation ex-
epand in the coming years. o
contacts with Taiwan have expanded in recent years. . Both countries want the participation of developmg countries in the UNSC

Thailand :permanent membership since the underlying phllosophy for both of them are:

India's Look East policy, saw India grow relations with ASEAN countries ®

official diplomatic relations, India recognizes only the People's Republic of China e
and not the Republic of China's contention of being the legitimate government e
of territorial China - a conflict that emerged after the Chinese Civil War (1945- e
49). However, India's economic & Commercial links as well as people-to- people

¢ UNSC should be more democratic, legitimate and representatlve the G4 is a
enovel grouping for this realization. Brazil and India are deeply committed to
tions with India. Both countries are members of BIMSTEC. Indian Prime Minis- $1BSA (South-South cooperation) initiatives and attacksutmost importance to this

ters Rajiv Gandhi, P.V. Narasimha Rao, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and Manmohan ¢ trijateral cooperation between the three large, mulgi-ethnic, multi-racial and
Singh, have visited Thailand as have, Chatichai Choonhavan, Thaksm.mulh -religious developing countries, which are bound by the common prin-
Shinawatra, and Surayud Chulanont, visited India. In 2003, a Free trade agree- . s ciple of pluralism and democracy. .

including Thailand, and Thailand's Look West policy, also saw it grow its rela- ®

ment was signed between the two countries. India, is the 13th largest investor ¢ Flag Commander of Western Fleet of Indian Ngvy while briefing a press

in Thailand. The spheres of trade are in chemicals, pharmaceuticals, textiles, ¢ conference on a joint Indo-Canadian naval exercise. ¢
?Canada b
nylon, tyre cord, real estate, rayon fibres, paper grade pulps, steel wires, and . .

rods. However, IT Services, and manufacturing, are the main spheres. Through . Indo-Canadian relations, are the longstanding Bilateral relations between
+India and Canada, which are built upon a "mutual cdnmitment to democracy",

Mahabharata, and Ramayana, are popular and are widely taught in schools as + ‘Pluralism’, and "people-to-people links," according to$he government of Ca'nz.ida.
¢ In 2004, bilateral trade between India and Canada wis at about C$2.45 billion.
s However, the botched handling of the Air India inviestigation and the case in
¢ general suffered a setback to Indo-Canadian relatiorfs. India's Smiling Buddha
snuclear test led to connections between the two cogntrles being frozen, with
sallegations that India broke the terms of the Colotnbo Plan. Although Jean
: Chrétien and Roméo LeBlanc both visited India in the late 1990s, relations were
. *again halted after the Pokhran-II tests.
e Colombia
established official diplomatic relations in 1972 and maintained friendly rela- o Both countries established diplomatic ties on ]anuary 19, 1959. Since then
tions, espec1ally in wake of Vietnam's hostile relations with the People S Repub- e the relatlonshlp between the two countries has been:gradually 1ncrea51ng with
lic of China, which had become India's strategic rival. :more frequent diplomatic visits to promote pohtlcab commercial cultural and
India granted the "Most Favoured Nation" status to Vietnam in 1975 and e « academic exchanges. Colombia is currently the commerc1al point of entry into
both nations signed a bilateral trade agreement in 1978 and the Bilateral In- + Latin America for Indian companies.
vestment Promotion and Protection Agreement (BIPPA) on March 8, 1997. In:MeXlC0

2007, a fresh joint declaration was issued during the state visit of the Prime ¢ Mexico is a very important and major economis partner of India. Mexico
eand India, both have embassies in the other country. Octavio Paz worked as a

since the liberalisation of the economies of both Vietnam and India. India is the § dlplomat in India. His book In Light of India is an analys1s of Indian history

Buddhism, India, has culturally influenced Thailand. The Indian epics, ®

part of the curriculum in Thailand. The example can also be seen in temples ®
around Thailand, where the story of Ramayana and renowned Indian folk sto- ¢
ries are depicted on the temple wall. Thailand, has become a big tourist desti- g
nation for Indians.
Vietnam

India supported Vietnam's independence from France, opposed U.S. in-

volvement in the Vietnam War and supported unification of Vietnam. India g

Minister of Vietnam Nguyen Tan Dung. Bilateral trade has increased rapidly ¢

and culture. .
« Paraguay .
India and Paraguay established diplomatic relatlz)ns on September 13, 1961.

’ 'Indla is represented in Paraguay through its em- o

13th-largest exporter to Vietnam, with exports have grown steadily from USD ¢
11.5 million in 1985-86 to USD 395.68 million by 2003. Vietnam's exports to g .
India rose to USD 180 million, including agricultural products, handicrafts

. _

textiles, electronics and other goods. Between 2001 and 2006, the volume Of'bassy in Buenos Aires

bilateral trade expanded at 20-30% per annum to reach USD 1 billion by 2006. * consulate in Asuncion. Since 2005, Paraguay has had

Continuing the rapid pace of growth, bilateral trade is expected to rise to USD 2 e 5, embassy in New Delhi.
[ ]
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billion by 2008, 2 years ahead of the official target. India and Vietnam have ® United States of America RN
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India and Vietnam are members of the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation, cre- :Non—Ahgned Movement, and attempted to pursue

ated to develop to enhance close ties between India and nations of Southeast g V™" -handed economic and military relations with

Asia. Vietnam has supported India's bid to become a permanent member of the o + the Soviet Union, although US provided support to

U.N. Security Council and join the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). ® < India in 1962 during its war with China. For most
[

sof the Cold War, the USA tended to have warmer
erelations with Pakistan, primarily as a way to con-
Advantage and Prosperity" in Southeast Asia; to this end, Vietnam has backed o ' W pri nd way
o tain Soviet-friendly India and to use Pakistan to back

a more important relationship and role between India and the Association of e
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its negotiation of an Indo-ASEAN free ®

trade agreement. India and Vietnam have also built strategic partnerships, in-

In the 2003 joint declaration, India and Vietnam envisaged creating an "Arc of

e the Afghan Mujahideen against the Soviet occupa- E-mails
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s tion of Afghanistan. An Indo-Soviet twenty year

°fr1endsh1p treaty, signed in 1971, also positioned

civilservicesminerva@gmail.com
cluding extensive cooperation on developing nuclear power, enhancing regional o *India against the USA.
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security and fighting terrorism, transnational crime and drug trafficking. . Continue in next issue
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